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Editorial Comment . . .
In searching for an appropriate topic for this editorial my thoughts turned to the progress, or lack
thereof, for the Remnant Church in this year of 2007. The first few months of this year have been
focused on our April General Conference. In many ways it is the highlight of activity for our
membership. The Conference was well attended and, as always, provided the opportunity for that
cherished fellowship of friends and fellow Saints. It is particularly meaningful for members who come
from the Branches and isolated areas. Worship, preaching, classes, and business, all a part of our
gathering, contribute to our growing maturity as a Church. The question is: “Where do we go from
here?”

I believe we are becoming a mature people when we consider that we are committed to the basic
principles of the Gospel as laid down, for instance in Hebrews Chapter 6, that is: Faith, repentance,
baptisms, laying on of hands, resurrection and eternal judgment. However, Paul’s counsel says that
we are to go on to “perfection,” and he also indicates that “we will go unto perfection if God permit.”
This scripture strongly suggests that there is a necessity for progress in the Christian life. William
Barclay in his commentary suggests that: “There can be no standing still in the Christian life.” As
members of the Remnant Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, we should agree wholeheartedly
with such a challenge.

God has indeed graciously permitted us to travel on that road to perfection. The door is open for so
many opportunities in the Remnant Church. The “hope of Zion” is as strong as ever. The promise of a
gathered people is nearing. Our focus on Spiritual Development is now before us. Will we meet the
challenge? Our understanding of the Celestial Law with its joint Spiritual and Temporal aspects gives us
myriad opportunities for perfecting our lives individually and corporately. In our forthcoming reunions
we will have the opportunity to elevate our spiritual levels and go forth with renewed vigor on that road
to perfection.

After our summer activities, we then look forward to the Priesthood Assembly and the Women’s Retreat
in October. By year’s end it is hoped that our goals of 15 % increase in membership and 50% of families
becoming consecrated will have been met. While seemingly small to some, these are nevertheless
significant steps in progress toward our commitment as a Church to building the Kingdom of God on
Earth.

Let us remember the words of the Master recorded in the 9th Chapter of Luke—

“And Jesus said unto him, No man having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the
kingdom of God.” As Remnant Saints we have put our hands to the plough, and for us there is no
looking back, only the necessity for continued progress until that “hope of Zion” becomes a reality. May
God continue to permit us to go on to perfection.

FREDERICK N. LARSEN,
for the First Presidency
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Thursday, April 5

The 2007 Conference activities began with Registration,
where attendees could pick up their Registration Books from
various of our Church Office staff members. Pictured are Kaye
Strecker and Beverly Garfield. The evening worship which

followed was a feast of
various offerings, including
several musical
combinations (solos, trios,

and larger singing groups)
as well as the initial
public performance of the
Remnant Church Orchestra, composed of 17 of our intensely-practiced and very
hard-working members. Carl VunCannon, Jr., pictured with the orchestra on our
front cover, led them in several orchestral pieces. Theirs was the privilege of
showcasing the new enlarged stage area and lighting effects of the recently-
expanded Conference Center, now made safer with an automatic fire-sprinkler
system, as well as the new electric roll-down Projection Screen for providing
accompanying visual effects. All this made for a truly memorable evening, and
offers great promise for Church worship and dramatic presentations in the future.
Our thanks go to Tim Harrington and his crew for their time-consuming
electronic setup, and also to the many talented performers whose offerings we enjoyed so much
throughout the evening.

Friday, April 6

The 177th Birthday of our Church was a busy one from start to finish. Opening with a General Prayer
Service, over which the Patriarch/Evangelists presided, attendees then went to Quorum or Membership
Sessions, during which topics of interest to each were
discussed. These were followed with Priesthood or General
Membership Classes, with various of the General Officers

bringing the discussion of
important topics. After
breaking for lunch in the
surrounding area, attendees
convened for the Opening
Business Session presided
over by President Larsen

(pictured), during which the flags of our members’ nations were
brought to the rostrum, there to reside throughout the Conference.

ECHO

Janis Lero

First Presidency


