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Editorial Comment . . .
The recently completed Southern Indiana Retreat used the theme: Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus. It was a
beautiful theme used to stimulate those Saints who were privileged to attend this retreat, held in an
equally beautiful atmosphere in the woods surrounding the Wooded Glen Retreat Center, near
Henryville, Indiana. Our Remnant Branch at nearby Floyds Knobs did a heroic job in again hosting this
event. Mentioned at times during the presentations was the thought, “When you look to Jesus, can you
find Him or is your vision obscured by a hectic life that leaves little time for meditating on the
‘solemnities of eternity’?”

We live in a world that seeks to glorify the ability to multi-task (doing several different things at the
same time). The problem with multi-tasking is that while several things get done, they are seldom done
well and usually have to be redone later. Multi-taskers do not stay focused on one thing long enough to
be able to finish the job properly.

Jesus, however, calls us to stay focused on one thing—the establishment of Zion. He wants us to be
constantly striving to live by Zionic principles so we can establish Zion while there is still time. He has
called us to come out of Babylon (R-150:8a) so we can clearly see the path of righteousness. Unless we
turn our eyes upon Jesus, and stay focused on Him, we will soon wander off into forbidden paths.

Psalms 46:10 counsels us to “Be still, and know that I am God...” The Lord cannot be found in the noise
and confusion of the world. He cannot be found in a hectic lifestyle that leaves no time for things of
eternal value. HE is found “beside the still waters” where tranquility allows us to hear the voice of the
gentle shepherd as He calls us to come up to a higher way of life.

As Remnant Saints we are standing at an exciting, and yet frightening threshold. Before us lies the road
to Zion, but none of us has traveled that road before. We know that there will be obstacles that must be
overcome before we reach our destination. The Lord is calling us to move out in faith, but not blind
faith. He knows the way. He knows what lies ahead. Like the “good shepherd,” He is leading the way.
IF we will follow Him, we will arrive in Zion safely, but in order to follow Him we must turn our eyes
upon Jesus and keep Him constantly in our sight.

THE FIRST PRESIDENCY

Update on President Frederick N. Larsen

On August 22, Bro. Fred underwent surgery for a total knee replacement at the new Centerpoint
Hospital in Independence, MO. He came through the procedure well, and after four days was dismissed
to his home to begin the rigorous post-operative physical therapy regimes. While coping with the
expected pain of such a procedure, Bro. Fred is maintaining an optimistic outlook throughout his
recuperation, and looking forward to the benefits of this procedure in the future.

He is in touch with his counselors in the office, and is appreciative of the prayers and good wishes of the
Saints as he progresses in his recovery. #
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PRIESTHOOD ASSEMBLY
Worship Center

October 12-14, 2007
“A Call to Gather”

Priesthood: We call your attention to the dates and program outline for the upcoming Priesthood Retreat
scheduled for the weekend of October 12-14, 2007. The retreat will focus on one of the basic principles
of the Restored Gospel, that of the Gathering. There will be presentations on the Gathering in different
dispensations with a primary look at our concept for this day and time. The accompanying schedule
allows for presentations, discussion and worship. Please clear your calendar to be present at this
important assembly. Registration fee is $15; a Registration Form will be printed in the September News
Briefs.

Friday, October 12

6:30 PM - Registration
7:00 PM - InstructionCFirst Presidency – “Our Calling”
8:00 PM - Worship – Commitment

Saturday, October 13

8:00 AM- The Gathering in the Old Testament
9:00 AM- The Gathering in the New Testament

10:00 AM- The Gathering in the Restoration
11:00 AM- The Gathering for Today

Lunch – 12:00 – 12:45 PM — In-House

1:00 PM - “The Role of the Missionary in the Gathering”
2:00 PM - “The Role of Community in the Gathering”
3:00 PM - “The Process of Gathering”
4:00 PM - “Spiritual Preparation and Requirements”

Supper – 5:00 – 6:00 PM — In-House

6:30 PM - Worship in Conjunction with the Women’s Retreat
“You Are Chosen for a Purpose—to Glorify God”

Sunday, October 14

8:00 AM- Review and Discussion Groups
9:30 AM- First Presidency, “Bringing It All Together”

10:30 AM- Concluding — Worship and Dedication

WOMEN’S RETREAT (October 12-14)

Registration forms are available in our congregational foyers. Please complete and return them to
Church Headquarters no later than September 17. Supervised childcare will be available for Saturday
morning and afternoon classes. The children are invited to attend all other retreat activities with you.
Lunch and dinner will be provided on Saturday. Please indicate the ages of children attending and how
many (you plus children) will be staying for lunch and dinner. Registration fee will be $15, plus an
additional $5 for each child. We look forward to enjoying this time together as sisters in worship and
fellowship.
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Bishops’ Corner
Counsel from the Presiding Bishopric

The forthcoming Kingdom Living Seminars will enlarge on and explain that the purpose of this
discussion is to determine the place for beginning Zionic Community and the Gathering process, i.e.,
whether the Saints should consider beginning at the Temple Lot and going Westward (as suggested in
D&C 57:1-2 and 83:1-2a) versus on land lying east of the city of Independence (see D&C R-150:6a).
Although these scriptures may appear to be contradictory, it will be demonstrated that the scriptures are
eternally and internally consistent, when viewed correctly and within their proper historical context. The
preparation of the Saints and the related temporal aspects for Zionic Living and the Gathering, and the
methods of procedure, are the responsibility of the Presiding Bishopric, to be assisted by the other
Bishops in the Order.

2a. “The work to be done belongs to those who are by command of God made the custodians of the properties of
the church … 3a. The Bishop and his counselors, together with the other bishops of the church, and such other
officers as the Bishop may call together, with whom he may confer in council, are authorized to devise the
methods of procedure; 3b. and they will be guided by the spirit of wisdom and revelation to do the work intrusted
to their care” (D&C 128).

Zion - How to Gather
“O, ye nations of the earth, how often would I have gathered you together as a hen gathereth her chickens under
her wings, but ye would not?” (D&C 43: 6b)

There have been numerous inquiries concerning the proper location of community and the call for
gathering spoken of in section R-149 of the Doctrine and Covenants. As a result of those questions, the
Presiding Bishopric has sought answers through a review of the scriptures as found in the Doctrine and
Covenants.

Section 126:10a-c gives specific direction to the Bishopric concerning the Gathering. The
revelations contained in the Doctrine and Covenants are to guide the advice and action of the Bishopric
as it relates to the Gathering. These revelations should be taken as a whole, each revelation having its
appropriate bearing upon each of the others.

“In regard to the gathering and the work of the Bishopric in regard to the law of tithing and consecration, I made
inquiry what should be the attitude of the church in regard thereto. To this question I was answered, that the Book
of Doctrine and Covenants as accepted by the church was to guide the advice and action of the Bishopric, taken
as a whole, each revelation contained therein having its appropriate bearing upon each of the others and their
relation thereto; and unless the liberties of the people of the church should be in jeopardy, the application of the
law as stated by the bishopric should be acceded to.” (D&C 126:10a-c given April 1902)
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Reviewing the
Road Map to

Zion

Two early revelations given to the church, one in July of 1831 and the second in September of 1832,
indicate that the Gathering was to begin at the Temple lot and head west. These revelations were given
and the saints responded with the initial purchasing of those lands and gathering as instructed.

“Hearken, O ye elders of my church saith the Lord your God, who have assembled yourselves together, according
to my commandments, in this land which is the land of Missouri, which is the land which I have appointed and
consecrated for the gathering of the Saints: wherefore this is the land of promise, and the place for the city of
Zion. And thus saith the Lord your God, If you will receive wisdom here is wisdom. Behold, the place which is
now called Independence, is the Center Place, and the spot for the temple is lying westward upon a lot which is
not far from the courthouse; wherefore it is wisdom that the land should be purchased by the Saints; and also
every tract lying westward, even unto the line running directly between Jew and Gentile. And also every tract
bordering by the prairies, inasmuch as my disciples are enabled to buy lands. Behold, this is wisdom, that they
may obtain it for an everlasting inheritance.” (D&C 57:1a-g given July 1831)

“Yea, the word of the Lord concerning his church, established in the last days for
the restoration of his people, as he has spoken by the mouth of his prophets, and
for the gathering of his Saints to stand upon Mount Zion, which shall be the city
New Jerusalem; which city shall be built, beginning at the Temple Lot, which is
appointed by the finger of the Lord, in the western boundaries of the State of
Missouri, and dedicated by the hand of Joseph Smith, Jr., and others, with whom
the Lord was well pleased. Verily, this is the word of the Lord, that the city New
Jerusalem shall be built by the gathering of the Saints, beginning at this place,
even the place of the temple, which temple shall be reared in this generation; for
verily, this generation shall not all pass away until an house shall be built unto the
Lord, and a cloud shall rest upon it, which cloud shall be even the glory of the
Lord, which shall fill the house.” (D&C 83:1b-2b given September 1832)

The Saints were driven out of these lands in August of 1833. They were forced to sign an agreement
to leave Jackson County on July 23rd 1833. The Lord chastised the Saints, and explained the reason for
their failure in D&C 98:2-3, 100:3a-c, and 102:2. It is apparent that Section 57 and Section 83, as given
above, were fulfilled concerning the Gathering…Beginning at the Temple Lot. All subsequent
revelations concerning the Gathering given to the Church gave direction that the Saints should purchase
lands that could be purchased in Jackson County (D&C 98:9f) and the counties in the regions round
about the central spot. The Saints were also told to “leave the residue in mine hands”… and … “in this
way they may establish Zion” (D&C 98:9d-10c).

There was a slight change in procedure, because of the disobedience of the Saints in 1833-34. This
has ample historical precedence. For example, God’s original intention was that the House of Israel
under Moses would move into the Promised Land of Canaan soon after crossing the Sinai; however, as a
result of the faithless report of ten of the twelve scouts, the people had to wait 40 years, until a
disobedient generation had passed on, before the promise was fulfilled. The Lord did not change His
purpose and goal in Moses’ day, and neither has He in our day. It may be that the Temple Lot and
gathering at the present stage will be preceded by laying the foundation of Zion by the rich and the
learned, the wise and the noble, after which comes the day of the Lord’s power. Perhaps the Lord will
permit again the possession of the Temple Lot, and land round about once we have proven ourselves and
attained a certain spiritual level. It is our generation that will complete the work, not the generation of
Joseph Smith, which obviously failed to build Zion.

“Therefore, a commandment I give unto all the churches, that they shall continue to gather together unto the
places which I have appointed; nevertheless, as I have said unto you in a former commandment, let not your
gathering be in haste, nor by flight; but let all things be prepared before you; and in order that all things be
prepared before you, observe the commandments which I have given concerning these things, which saith, or
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teacheth, to purchase all the lands by money, which can be purchased for money, in the region round about the
land which I have appointed to be the land of Zion, for the beginning of the gathering of my Saints; all the land
which can be purchased in Jackson County, and the counties round about, and leave the residue in mine hand.
Now, verily I say unto you, Let all the churches gather together all their moneys; let these things be done in their
time, be not in haste; and observe to have all things prepared before you. And let honorable men be appointed,
even wise men, and send them to purchase these lands; and every church in the eastern countries when they are
built up, if they will hearken unto this counsel, they may buy lands and gather together upon them, and in this
way they may establish Zion.” (D&C 98:9d-10b given December 1833)

“And let all my people who dwell in the regions round about, be very faithful, and prayerful, and humble before
me, and reveal not the things which I have revealed unto them, until it is wisdom in me that they should be
revealed. Talk not judgment, neither boast of faith, nor of mighty works; but carefully gather together, as much in
one region as can be consistently with the feelings of the people: and, behold, I will give unto you favor and grace
in their eyes, that you may rest in peace and safety, while you are saying unto the people, Execute judgment and
justice for us according to law, and redress us of our wrongs. Now, behold, I say unto you, my friends, in this way
you may find favor in the eyes of the people, until the army of Israel becomes very great; and I will soften the
hearts of the people, as I did the heart of Pharaoh, from time to time, until my servant Baurak Ale, and Baneemy,
whom I have appointed, shall have time to gather up the strength of my house, and to have sent wise men, to fulfill
that which I have commanded concerning the purchasing of all the lands in Jackson County, that can be
purchased, and in the adjoining counties round about; for it is my will that these lands be purchased, and after
they are purchased that my Saints should possess them according to the laws of consecration which I have
given;” (D&C 102: 7a-8b given June 1834)

“It is well to understand that the term "regions round about" must mean more than a small area of country round
about the central spot, and that the necessity of the great majority of the church in gathering together can only be
provided for by settling carefully together as many in one region as may be practicable and profitable and in
accordance with the feelings of the people under the laws existing in the places where such settlements are to be
made… The Bishop should be directed and authorized to proceed as soon as it shall be found practicable by
consultation with the general authorities of the church who are made the proper counselors in spiritual and
temporal things to carry out the provisions of the law of organization which are by the law made the duty of the
Bishop. (D&C 128: 5,9 given April 1909)

Based upon the foregoing it is the recommendation of the Presiding Bishopric that the Church
should acquire lands that are available in Jackson County and the counties round about, as directed by
the Lord in revelation, for the express purpose of the gathering together of the membership as many in
one region as possible according to the Laws of Consecration. We understand that it is the responsibility
of the Presiding Bishopric to take the lead in searching out such lands and obtaining the necessary
approvals within the Church for their purchase. We believe that when suitable land in Eastern Jackson
County is acquired, God, through the Prophet, will call for the “gathering” of the people already living
in Jackson County, to the Community to be built on such land. This will be in addition to the call for
those in other places to also gather to the Community. This advice is in harmony with the Inspired
Counsel delivered to the Priesthood Assembly at Kirtland, Ohio, October 24, 2004, as printed in Volume
5, Number 4, of the Hastening Times dated: Oct/Nov/Dec 2004; “Regarding the prayers and concerns
‘of many of my people’ relating to Zionic endeavors, the voice of the Spirit indicated it shall begin on
land lying east of the city of Independence, this to be the beginning of a community effort. As many
begin to gather to the Center Place of Zion, expansion of that location will be necessary. It will in
time be extended along a western corridor from the north to the south of the state of Missouri. This
area will in time be filled with those who come to assist in the building up of the Kingdom, and this
will occur as the labors of the priesthood, and the Saints called to assist, begin to bear fruit.”

It is also clear that the Lord has not changed concerning Zion and we should leave in His hands the
issue of the Temple Lot and the other lands that are not currently available to us for purchase. We look
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forward to the endowment (the day of His power) that can only come to a gathered and consecrated
people, who have moved out in faith believing, becoming doers of His word.

“Anticipation of community building now lies before you, and steps to that end must be taken with care and
thoughtful deliberation. The gathering of my people will soon come by direction from the First Presidency, but
preparation by the Bishopric for implementation must be in place. Reliance on continued revelatory guidance and
the faithful labors of those who have been chosen to lead my people will bring to a more clear understanding the
role of community in the unfolding of my Zion” (D&C R-149:3a, b given April 2005)

This revelation calls for preparation by the Bishopric for implementation of the call to “gather” by
the First Presidency. A significant part of that preparation involves providing leadership in acquiring and
developing land East of Independence suitable for establishing community. By way of explanation, land
west of the Temple Lot to the state border is no longer available as it was in the 1830s. That is now
metropolitan Kansas City. The Bishopric recognizes that community is vital to the Sanctification
process. It has been said that “iron sharpens iron;” only by living, working, playing, and worshipping
together, with our lives interdependent on each other can this process reach its fulfillment. President F.
M. Smith talked about the importance of parallel development of Spiritual and Temporal aspects of our
lives. If this viewpoint has any credence, then over the years we have faced a “glass ceiling” because we
were not implementing the law in regard to Consecration and Surplus. In addition to that, we were not
establishing community living. Section 81:4g speaks of “every man seeking the interest of his neighbor,
and doing all things with an eye single to the glory of God.” This is the essence of Community, “every
man seeking the interest of his neighbor.” Full compliance with this law can only be accomplished by
consecrated saints living together in community. This is not just any community of friendly neighbors,
but is understood to imply a righteousness-seeking community of unified Saints.

At the same time the Saints are preparing Zionic Community and gathering in, there will be the need
for local “leavening” missionary work.

“Of necessity, it may be that some will remain in their neighborhoods outside of the community, where they will
be required to “leaven” those places they occupy within Zion” (D&C R-150:6c given October 2005).

To “leaven” means to labor to prepare those around you to achieve the same characteristics found in
Zionic community. It is transformation of the people and location in which you reside, into a righteous
community. The D&C refers to such places as the stakes, or curtains, or strength of Zion. The call to
leaven is to build up the waste places of Zion, that they be no longer waste places, but way stations,
spiritual and temporal way stations for the influx of the gathering. Leavening requires a standard to
compare or refer to, and this is the Zionic Community. If transformation does not take place from
leavening efforts, then that particular people/community will not possess the characteristics of the
standard (God’s standard). Anything short of that standard is insufficient in God’s eyes, because He
cannot tolerate sin in the least degree; and Christ will not come unto such a community.

“The church has been directed to accede to the rendition of the Bishopric with respect to the temporal law; and
until such heed is paid to the word which has been given, and which is in accordance with other revelations given
to the church, which had been before given, the church can not receive and enjoy the blessings which have been
looked for when Zion should be fully redeemed” (DC 129:8f-g given April 1909).

May the Church quickly pay heed to the instruction given, that we may soon receive and enjoy the
blessings of Zion, fully redeemed.

THE PRESIDING BISHOPRIC
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By John Dollen

These past few
years, it has been my
pleasure to
participate in some of
the summer youth

camps of the Remnant Church. Each time has
provided a treasure of friendships and spiritual
experiences for me. This summer I gained a
unique perspective of the value of youth camps to
the Church. I planned and directed a Bible School
for our brothers and sisters in Burrell Boom,
Belize (Central America) and worked as a staff
member for the Junior High Camp in Blackgum,
OK. These experiences increased my faith and
walk with God and gave me the spiritually
uplifting experience I was praying for. I write to
share my thoughts and perspective with saints far
and wide, so that you too might share in the joy
that I have tasted; I now better understand that
these camps affect us all by improving the
spiritual posture of the youth and furthering their
understanding of unity and tradition.

It has been said many times before that the
youth are the future of the church. A successful
future for them requires early and continuous
investment. That’s the mission of our youth
camps—to invest in our youth in ways that will
give them a foundation and fellowship to last a
lifetime. Many of us who attended youth camps as
children have many wonderful memories of these
bygone camps, but friends that were made there
are not always as easy to find today. Somehow,
many youth later fall away from the Church in
spite of their camp experiences. The challenge
for any youth camp planner is to find enduring,
meaningful ways to reach the youth. The world
has access to these youth 51 weeks a year, and we
have but one week with these young brothers and
sisters. Satan has daily access to work against
their salvation, while we have only seven days to
plant the seeds that hopefully will endure for a
lifetime. How then, do we make an indelible

imprint on the hearts and minds of young
Christians?

Looking back at the camps I attended this
year, I would say that we are seeing the results
that we had hoped for. The Oklahoma Junior High
Camp wanted so much to “keep camp going” that
after we went back to our homes, we formed an
internet-based group to keep in contact with each
other throughout the coming year. When someone
needs a prayer or a friend, they can reach out
regardless of the miles that separate us. When life
gets overwhelming, we can look to this digital
venue for counsel and fellowship that helps us
remember the lessons learned in camp.

There’s no substitute for the camp and reunion
experience—except for the future prospect of
living in Zion. The peace and harmony achieved
by the end of camp was impressive. The
environment of Christian fellowship transforms
the tough veneer created by the world into the
image of Godliness that our Heavenly Father
looks for within us. Some say youth camp is as
close to the Kingdom of Heaven on Earth that
we’ll experience short of Zion. Family and friends
that come to collect their children from camp are
always surprised at the changes they see in those
children. Love, truth, and the vision that Christ
taught us can create noticeable changes in people.
Shouldn’t we all want those changes for each
other every day? If so, then we should be
earnestly striving for that experience for everyone
all the time! What value should we as Christians
place on something that produces change like this
in the hearts of men? Like the parable says,
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a
treasure hid in a field. And when a man hath
found a treasure which is hid, he secureth it,
and, straightway, for joy thereof, goeth and
selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.”
[Matt 13:46] I think the Jr. High camp in
Oklahoma has made this word flesh. From what I
see, these campers desire the Kingdom of God on


